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SEPTEMBER 1982 – WARREN COUNTY, 
NORTH CAROLINA



1987 – UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
COMMISSION ON RACIAL JUSTICE



1988 – WEST HARLEM ENVIRONMENTAL 
ACTION (WE ACT)



1990 – INDIGENOUS 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

NETWORK AND 
SOUTHWEST 

NETWORK FOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
AND ECONOMIC 

JUSTICE



OCTOBER 1991 – FIRST NATIONAL PEOPLE OF 
COLOR ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP SUMMIT



NOVEMBER 1992 – EPA ESTABLISHES OFFICE OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL EQUITY UNDER 
ADMINISTRATOR WILLIAM REILLY
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OEJ SUPPORTS EPA’S MISSIONEnvironmental 

justice is the fair 

treatment and 

meaningful 

involvement of all 

regardless of race, 

color, national 

origin, or income,

ADVANCING EJ        
AT EPA

EJ Integration, EJCRC, EJ 
Strategic Framework, 
EJSCREEN, EJ Program 

Measures 

SUPPORTING EJ 
COMMUNITIES 

Grants, Technical 
Assistance, 

Support Services, 
EJ Hotline, EJ 

Listserv 

COLLABORATING 
WITH PARTNERS 

EJ IWG, NEJAC, 
States, Tribes, 

Indigenous Peoples 

PROTECT HUMAN HEALTH 

& ENVIRONMENT

with respect                          

to the development, 

implementation, and 

enforcement of 

environmental laws, 

regulations, and policies.



STRUCTURE OF OEJ
• Reorganized in April 2019 within OP

• Leads EJ Program throughout the Agency  

- EJ Coordinators in all NPMs & all 10 Regions

• Started in 1992, expanded by 1994’s E.O. 
12898

EPA

Administrator

REGIONAL EJ 
Coordinators, 

Managers, 
Support

NPM EJ 
Coordinators, 

Managers, 
Support 

EJ OFFICE

PAC    SCIM   CSE

Teams

AA

Office of Policy

https://www.epa.gov/laws-regulations/summary-executive-order-12898-federal-actions-address-environmental-justice


EJSCREEN 
EPA'S EJ SCREENING &

MAPPING TOOL
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• Combines environmental & 
demographic data to highlight 
areas with potential EJ concerns

• 2012 - Internally at EPA; starting 
point for EJ consideration

• 2015 - Externally to assist EPA 
partners & stakeholders

• 2019 - Mobile version

• FY19 - 868 EJ screenings done in 
enforcement work

EJSCREEN'S SUPERFUND PROXIMITY EJ INDICATOR FOR THE
CHICAGO AREA.



FEDERAL INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE (EJ IWG)

• Chaired by EPA Administrator

• Managed and led by OEJ Director and OEJ 
Associate Director

• Monthly meetings, regularly attended by 16+ 
federal departments and agencies

• Focus Areas: leveraging resources for capacity 
building and economic investments in minority, 
low-income, rural, indigenous & tribal 
communities

• Annual Progress Reports

OEJ COLLABORATES WITH PARTNERS

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/ej-iwg-framework-collaboration-0


NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 
ADVISORY COUNCIL (NEJAC)

• Started in 1993 to give advice & 
recommendations to EPA Administrator, who 
gives charges to the NEJAC (e.g., Superfund 
Taskforce)

• 30 members - community, NGO, business / 
industry, academia, tribes & indigenous peoples, 
state & local governments

• Average 3-4 public meetings/year

• Designated Federal Officer convenes 
• December 2019 - Added 9 new members
• February 2020 - Last meeting Jacksonville, FL
• August 2020 - Teleconference page
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FY18 (above) & FY19 (below) NEJAC meetings.

https://www.epa.gov/environmental-justice/national-environmental-justice-advisory-council-recommendation-reports-0
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/national-environmental-justice-advisory-council-current-charges
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/national-environmental-justice-advisory-council-meetings


EJ TRAINING 
WEBINARS FOR 

STATES
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“This new training will help states 

identify, prioritize, and address the 

needs of at-risk communities facing 

immediate environmental and public 

health challenges.”  

- EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler

• > 4,000 people registered 

• Represented government in all 50 

states, Puerto Rico, Guam and DC

• Trainings recorded online

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/state-and-local-government
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TRIBAL AND INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLES EJ POLICY 

• Provides consistency and clarity in EPA’s work with 

both Federally Recognized Tribes and all other 

Indigenous Peoples - 2014

• Four Focus Areas for EJ Integration

• EPA’s Direct Implementation of Programs, Policies and 
Activities

• Tribal Environmental Protection Programs

• EPA’s Engagement with Indigenous Peoples

• Intergovernmental Coordination and Collaboration

• OEJ leads implementation, with program and regional 

staff advisors (EJ TIPAs)

• Consideration of Traditional Knowledge in EPA 

decision-making



OEJ PROVIDES 
COMMUNITY SUPPORT

WORKING DIRECTLY WITH 
VULNERABLE COMMUNITIES

• EJ Grants - Small Grants; Collaborative 
Problem-Solving;  State EJ Grants

• Technical Assistance Services for 
Communities (TASC) Contract - OEJ 
provided $200K to support TASC, inc. 
community trainings, facilitations & 
guidance from scientists & engineers. 

• Community Support Services -
Technical assistance to communities for 
capacity building & addressing 
community’s priorities. 

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-small-grants-program
https://www.epa.gov/environmental-justice/environmental-justice-collaborative-problem-solving-cooperative-agreement-0
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/state-environmental-justice-cooperative-agreement-program
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-grants-funding-and-technical-assistance


EJ GRANT 
HIGHLIGHTS

• Since 1994, $34+ million in 
EJ grants to > 1500 
communities

• 2013-2018, $7+ million to 
151 communities 

• Recently announced $1M 
SEJCA Grants to help EJ 
communities address 
COVID-19 concerns faced 
by low-income and 
minority communities
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OEJ RELEASES AN ANNUAL EJ PROGRESS REPORT
THAT HIGHLIGHTS ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN OEJ, THE EJ PROGRAM AND 
THROUGHOUT THE AGENCY.

CONCLUSION

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/annual-environmental-justice-progress-reports

