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PETS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

• The Urban Resource Institute (URI) PALS Survey in 2021 found:
• 97% of those surveyed said that keeping their pets with them 

is an important factor in deciding whether or not to seek 
shelter

• 50% of survey respondents would not consider shelter for 
themselves if they could not take their pets with them

• 48% were worried that the abusive partner would harm or kill 
the pets; 37% reported that the abusive partner had already 
threatened to harm or kill pets; and 29% said pets had 
already been harmed or killed

https://www.thehotline.org/news/pets-are-critical-priority-for-survivors-seeking-safety/





IDAHO CIVIL PROTECTION ORDERS – DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
Idaho Code 39-6304
• “a person may seek relief from domestic violence by filing a petition based on a sworn 

affidavit….alleging that the person or a family or household member…is the victim of domestic 
violence.” 

Idaho Code 39-6306
• Upon a showing that there is an immediate and present danger of domestic violence to the 

petitioner the court may, if requested order for a period not to exceed one (1) year that:
• Temporary custody of the minor children of the petitioner be awarded to the petitioner
• A party may be restrained from committing acts of domestic violence;
• Exclude the respondent from the dwelling which the parties share or from the residence of 

the petitioner;
• The respondent be ordered to participate in treatment or counseling services…
• Other relief be ordered as the court deems necessary for the protection of a family or 

household member
• Respondent restrained from harassing, contacting etc.
• Respondent restrained from entering various premises





TIPS

Present evidence that abuse of pet is 
directly related to abuse of petitioner

Provide testimony that pet has been 
abused and is in danger

Have evidence of ownership

Vet records
Registration records
Purchase records
ESA Letter



DOGS AND SMALL 
CLAIMS/DIVORCE

 I.C. 25-2807

 “Dogs are property; and 
when the value of any dog 
is material in any civil or 
criminal proceeding in this 
state, the same may be 
established under the 
usual rules of evidence 
relating to values of 
personal property”



PETS IN PROTECTION ORDERS IN OTHER STATES
• Alaska
• Arizona
• Arkansas
• California
• Colorado
• Connecticut
• Hawaii
• Illinois
• Indiana
• Iowa
• Louisiana
• Maine
• Maryland
• Massachusetts
• Michigan
• Minnesota
• Nevada

• New Hampshire
• New Jersey
• New York
• North Carolina
• Ohio
• Oklahoma
• Oregon 
• Rhode Island
• South Carolina
• Tennessee
• Texas
• Vermont
• Virginia
• Washington
• West Virginia
• Wisconsin
• Wyoming



FEDERAL LAW AND PETS

 H.R. 909/S.322- The PAWS (Pet and Women Safety Act)

 Prohibits crossing state lines to harm a domestic partner’s pet

 Establishes federal grant funding to aid programs in providing safe places for domestic violence 
survivors to go with their pets

 Adds veterinary care to the list of restitution costs that can be recovered by victims

 Recommendation by Congress that states should include pets in protective orders

https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/909



QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? 
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