
GENERAL SESSION MINUTES 
Idaho State Bar Board of Commissioners 

September 4, 2025 
Boise, Idaho 

 
President Kristin Bjorkman called the business meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the 
Idaho State Bar to order at 8:41 a.m. at the Law Center in Boise, Idaho. In attendance at that time 
were Commissioners Kristin Bjorkman, FJ Hahn, the Hon. Robert Jackson, Patty Weeks, Leslie 
Hayes and Executive Director Maureen Ryan Braley, who acted as secretary. Bar Counsel Joe 
Pirtle, Assistant Bar Counsel Samantha Lundberg, Licensing Director Abby Kostecka, Controller 
Craig Kenyon, and Program and Legal Education Director Teresa Baker joined the meeting later. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Consistent with the authority granted in Idaho Code § 3-408, and under the supervisory power of 
the Idaho Supreme Court and acting as an agency thereof for purposes of Idaho Code § 74-
202(4)(a), it was moved, seconded, and passed that the Board move into a confidential session to 
discuss matters involving admission and professional discipline as provided under Idaho Bar 
Commission Rules 223 and 521. It was also moved, seconded, and passed, after an aye vote was 
recorded of each Commissioner, to move into Executive Session pursuant to Idaho Code § 74-
206(1)(b), (d) and (f), to: (1) consider a complaint brought against an employee; (2) review 
personal records of attorneys for licensing purposes; (3) consider information obtained as part of 
an inquiry into an individual’s fitness to practice law; and (4) discuss with legal counsel pending 
and/or potential litigation.  
 
The Board moved into Executive Session at 8:41 a.m. The Board moved out of Executive Session 
at 10:06 a.m. and into the General Session. 
 
Upon motion, a second, and a roll call vote, the Board moved back into Executive Session at 2:15 
p.m. The Board moved out of Executive Session after a roll call vote at 3:45 p.m. 
 
GENERAL SESSION 
Meeting with Eide Bailly Auditors – The Commissioners met with Leeland Miller of Eide Bailly 
regarding the 2024 audit. Mr. Miller went through the audit report and confirmed the ISB received 
a “clean opinion” meaning the ISB’s financials were materially correct under general and 
government auditing standards. Mr. Miller answered questions regarding deposit account balances 
exceeding insurable amounts and the benefits of using sweep accounts versus the costs exceeding 
payable interest. Upon motion, duly seconded, and passed by unanimous vote to accept the audit 
as presented. 
 
The Commissioners discussed with Ms. Braley and Mr. Kenyon the untimeliness of Eide Bailly’s 
audit, as well as frustrations with lack of attention from Eide Bailly during the audit process. 
Commissioner Weeks mentioned Quest in Payette providing auditing services for school districts.  
 
Welcome to New Commissioners – Commissioners Weeks and Hayes were welcomed to the 
Board of Commissioners. Commissioner Weeks mentioned tight budgeting resulted in funds 
sufficient to build the new Nez Perce County Courthouse.  



 
Minutes – It was moved, seconded, and passed by a majority of the Commissioners to approve 
the General Session minutes of the Board of Commissioners meeting on July 15, 2025. 
Commissioner Hayes abstained from voting.  
 
ABA Young Lawyer Delegate – The Commissioners discussed two applicants to serve as the ABA 
Young Lawyer Delegate. After discussion, it was moved, seconded and passed by unanimous vote 
to reappoint Kendall Bjornsen as the ABA Young Lawyer Delegate. 
 
BOC Conference Attendance Policy – The Commissioners discussed the BOC’s Conference 
Attendance Policy and the six conferences previously identified as being the most beneficial. The 
Commissioners discussed whether the policy of generally not sending more than two 
Commissioners to any conference should remain in place. Ms. Braley mentioned the significant 
expense for Commissioners to attend the Western States Bar Conference in Hawaii and whether to 
consider a rule that a Commissioner may only attend one conference in Hawaii per their three-year 
term. Ms. Braley will prepare a proposed amended BOC Conference Attendance Policy for the 
Commissioners’ consideration at the next Board meeting. 
 
BOC Meeting and Event Schedule – The Commissioners discussed the meeting and events 
schedule for the rest of 2025 and for 2026.  
 
2025 Proposed Resolutions – The Commissioners discussed possible resolutions to submit to the 
membership for consideration in 2025. After discussion, it was moved, seconded and approved by 
unanimous vote to submit a resolution to amend Idaho Bar Commission Rule 227 to require 
applicants to commit to adhere to the Idaho Standards for Civility in Professional Conduct and to 
increase the pro hac vice admission fee to $625. 
 
Discussion was had about many applicants immediately reapplying for admission after having 
been denied on character and fitness grounds. After discussion, it was moved, seconded and 
approved by majority vote to amend Idaho Bar Commission Rule 202 to provide that to qualify 
for admission to the Idaho State Bar, an applicant must not have been denied admission on 
character and fitness grounds within two years. Commissioner Hayes recused and did not 
participate in the discussion of this proposed resolution. 
 
Discussion was had about the increased costs for show cause hearing transcripts and court reporter 
costs for applicants requesting multiple-day show cause hearings following denial of their 
applications on character and fitness grounds. Discussion was also had about the difficulty 
conducting a board meeting and issuing a decision within 14 days of receipt of a show cause 
hearing transcript. After discussion, it was moved, seconded and approved by majority vote to 
amend Idaho Bar Commission Rule 215 to provide that an applicant requesting a show cause 
hearing be responsible for paying the court reporter’s fee and transcript costs and to allow 45 days 
for the Board to issue its decision following a show cause hearing. Commissioner Hayes recused 
and did not participate in the discussion of this proposed resolution. 
 
Discussion was had about the repeal of Idaho Code provisions regarding business entities and the 
impact on Idaho Rule of Professional Conduct 5.4(d)(2) and Idaho Bar Commission Rule 



516(a)(9). After discussion, it was moved, seconded and approved by unanimous vote to amend 
those rules to remove reference to specific Idaho Code sections and instead reference the Idaho 
Code generally regarding professional corporations or associations authorized to practice law for 
a profit.  
 
Discussion was had about adding a comment to Idaho Rule of Professional Conduct 8.4 to state 
that it is conduct prejudicial to the administration of justice for a lawyer to condition resolving a 
civil dispute on by requiring an individual to dismiss or not file a request for a discipline 
investigation. After discussion, it was moved, seconded and passed by unanimous vote to amend 
Idaho Rule of Professional Conduct 8.4 to add such a comment.  
 
Discussion was had about other resolutions to revise language in Idaho Bar Commission Rules 
524 and 511, and to amend Idaho Bar Commission Rule 510 regarding interim suspension for 
findings of probable cause that a lawyer committed a “serious crime” such as a felony. After 
discussion, the Commissioners elected not to move forward with those proposed resolutions in 
2025.  
 
Lawyer Referral Service Committee – The Commissioners discussed restarting the LRS 
committee. Upon motion, duly second, it was approved by unanimous vote to restart the LRS 
Committee. 
 
Magistrate Commission Appointments – The Commissioners considered the proposed slate of 
appointees for the First, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Districts to the Magistrate 
Commission for the term 2025 – 2027. Commissioner Hahn agreed to follow up with the Seventh 
District on their nominee. Upon motion, duly seconded, the recommended slate of nominees were 
approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Strategic Planning – The Commissioners discussed the strategic plan previously adopted by the 
Commissioners for 2023 – 2024. The Commissioners discussed whether to participate in further 
strategic planning. Ms. Braley will consider options to address at a subsequent meeting.  
 
Staffing Updates – Ms. Braley discussed Lindsey Welfley’s and Tasnia Mahmud’s departures and 
the addition of Samantha Lundberg and Danielle Hererra.  
 
Young Lawyers Section Grant Proposal – Ms. Baker presented an IOLTA grant proposal by the 
Young Lawyers Section. After discussion, it was moved, seconded, and approved by unanimous 
vote of the Commissioners.  
 
LAP Committee Appointment – Ms. Baker proposed the appointment of Moscow attorney 
Robyn McPherson to the LAP Committee. After discussion, it was moved, seconded, and approved 
by unanimous vote of the Commissioners.  
 
ISB/ILF Gala Report – Ms. Baker provided a report of the ISB/ILF Gala, including attendance 
and sponsorship statistics. Discussion was also had about the possible format for a summer event 
in 2026 and beyond in lieu of the former format for the ISB annual meeting.  
 



2025 Roadshow Schedule – Discussion was had about the 2025 Roadshow meetings in each 
district. The Commissioners discussed extending physical invitations to milestone members to 
encourage attendance.  
 
Advocate Article Schedule – Discussion was had about the Commissioner’s column schedule for 
The Advocate for the rest of 2025 and the first quarter of 2026.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Maureen Ryan Braley 
Executive Director 


