
GENERAL SESSION MINUTES 
Idaho State Bar Board of Commissioners 

July 15, 2025 
Boise, Idaho 

 
President Mary York called the business meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Idaho State 
Bar to order at 10:15 a.m. at the Law Center in Boise, Idaho. In attendance at that time were 
Commissioners Mary York, Jillian Caires, Kristin Bjorkman, FJ Hahn, the Hon. Robert Jackson, 
and Executive Director Maureen Ryan Braley, who acted as secretary. Bar Counsel Joe Pirtle, 
Deputy Bar Counsel Julia Crossland, and Licensing Director Abby Kostecka joined the meeting 
later. Commissioner-Elect Patty Weeks also attended the General Session.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Consistent with the authority granted in Idaho Code § 3-408, and under the supervisory power of 
the Idaho Supreme Court and acting as an agency thereof for purposes of Idaho Code § 74-
202(4)(a), it was moved, seconded, and passed that the Board move into a confidential session to 
discuss matters involving admission and professional discipline as provided under Idaho Bar 
Commission Rules 223 and 521. It was also moved, seconded and passed, after an aye vote was 
recorded of each Commissioner, to move into Executive Session pursuant to Idaho Code § 74-
206(1)(b), (d) and (f), to: (1) consider a complaint brought against an employee; (2) review 
personal records of attorneys for licensing purposes; (3) consider information obtained as part of 
an inquiry into an individual’s fitness to practice law; and (4) discuss with legal counsel pending 
and/or potential litigation.  
 
The Board moved into Executive Session at 10:15 a.m. The Board moved out of Executive Session 
at 1:07 p.m. and into the General Session. 
 
Upon motion, a second, and a roll call vote, the Board moved back into Executive Session at 3:44 
p.m. The Board moved out of Executive Session after a roll call vote, at 3:54 p.m. 
 
GENERAL SESSION 
Idaho Judiciary Granta Award nomination – The Commissioners considered nominees for the 
Idaho Judiciary Granata Award. It was moved, seconded and approved by unanimous vote to 
nominate Judge Dane Watkins to receive the award. Ms. Braley will prepare a recommendation 
for President-Elect Kristin Bjorkman’s signature.  
 
Minutes – It was moved, seconded, and passed by unanimous vote to approve the General Session 
minutes of the Board of Commissioners meeting on May 29, 2025. 
 
Meeting with Judicial Council Members – The Commissioners met with Judicial Council 
Executive Director Jeff Brudie and Judicial Council members Chief Justice G. Richard Bevan and 
Magistrate Judge Richard Garbett. They discussed two members’ terms having ended in June 2025, 
the retirement of Lisa Chavez, and concerns about recruitment of judicial candidates with more 
than 10 years of legal experience. Judge Brudie noted that judicial candidates survey participation 
has increased, but still is not as high as he would like to see. Judge Brudie mentioned organized 
campaigns by citizens to “not retain” some magistrate judges relating to child custody matters. 



Discussion was had about judicial salaries, threats to the judiciary and some judges leaving the 
judiciary for private practice. Discussion was also had on possible open elections for magistrates 
in the future.  
 
2025-2026 Committee Appointments – The Commissioners discussed the proposed ISB 
volunteer committee appointments for 2025-2026. It was moved, seconded and passed by 
unanimous vote to approve the slate of appointment recommendations.  
 
MCLE Task Force Update – Abby Kostecka gave an update on the MCLE Task Force and 
expanded on the information contained in her report to the Commissioners dated July 7, 2025. 
 
The Future of the Lawyer Referral Service – Lawyer Referral Service (“LRS”) Coordinator 
Andy Getchell gave the Commissioners an assessment of the state of LRS and expanded on her 
report to the Commissioners dated July 8, 2025. Ms. Getchell explained the phase-out of the 
software used for LRS and challenges with an alternative. The Commissioners discussed possibly 
moving modest means into the Idaho Law Foundation, and reinstituting the LRS Committee. It 
was moved, seconded and passed by unanimous vote to reinstitute the LRS Committee.  
 
2025 Resolution Process and Potential Resolutions – The Commissioners discussed possible 
resolutions for the Board to consider for 2025. A possible resolution to support the judiciary’s 
efforts to increase judicial compensation will not be planned for 2025. Ms. Braley and Mr. Pirtle 
will prepare proposed resolutions for discussion and consideration at the September Board 
meeting.  
 
Meeting with Idaho Law Foundation Board of Directors on 7/16 – The Commissioners 
discussed the upcoming joint meeting with the Idaho Law Foundation. President York and Idaho 
Law Foundation President Sunrise Ayres will lead that meeting.  
 
ISB/ILF Anniversary Events Assignments and Schedule – Discussion was had about the 
upcoming Gala, including the Commissioners assigned tasks.  
 
April and May 2025 Financials – The Commissioners discussed the April and May 2025 
financials. Ms. Braley also briefly discussed the status of the audit work by Eide Bailly. 
 
Staffing Updates – Ms. Braley advised the Commissioners that Karen Carlisle transitioned to the 
ISB licensing team, as well as the hiring of Lori Ostertag as the new clerk of the Professional 
Conduct Board. Ms. Braley also discussed the hiring of Amanda Olsen for work with the Idaho 
Volunteer Lawyers Program. The Commissioners recognized Deputy Bar Counsel Julia Crossland 
for her years of service and her upcoming retirement. 
 
Technology and Practice Management Section Bylaws Approval – The Commissioners 
discussed the proposed uniform bylaws for the new Technology and Practice Management Section. 
It was moved, seconded and passed by unanimous vote to approve the bylaws as proposed.  
 



AI Workgroup – The Commissioners discussed the Artificial Intelligence workgroup being 
formed by the Idaho Supreme Court. Ms. Braley asked the Commissioners to provide any names 
of individuals they think would be helpful to serve on the workgroup.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:54 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Maureen Ryan Braley 
Executive Director 


