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TYPE A PERSONALITIES
Competitive, driven, intelligent, confident, capable



Realities of Life in the Law
Lost cases

Difficult partners/managers

Judges do not understand you/your argument

Billable hours

Not enough compensation

Bureaucracy

Unhappy clients/witnesses/victims

So tired . . .



Are Lawyers Necessary?



Areas of Life in which 
lawyers are unnecessary

?????????????





“Certain other 
societies may 
respect the rule 
of force—we 
respect the rule 
of law.”
John F. Kennedy



Leon Jaworski

“When dictators and tyrants seek to destroy the 
freedoms of  men, their first target is the legal 
profession and through it the rule of  law.”



Caroline Kennedy
“The bedrock of our democracy is the rule of law and that means we have to have an independent judiciary, 
judges who can make decisions independent of the political winds that are blowing.”



Ronald Reagan

“When we speak of peace, we should not mean just the 
absence of war.  True peace rests on the pillars of 
individual freedom, human rights, national self-
determination, and respect for the rule of law.”



The Changing Face 
of Law in Idaho
A CONVERSATION ABOUT WHAT THE 
PRACTICE LOOKS LIKE TODAY AND 
OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES FOR ALL 
IN THE FUTURE

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA.

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Idaho
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


The Idaho 
State Bar 
Association

7,115 members
4,860 members live here in Idaho
2,255 members live outside Idaho
Average age of attorney in US is 
47.5
52% of Idaho attorneys are over 
the age of 50
◦Utah is 44%
◦Oregon/Washington are 45%



AGE BY DISTRICT



MENTORS
LEARNING FROM EXPERIENCE



Mentoring



Abraham Lincoln, America’s Lawyer

“If you are resolutely determined to make a lawyer of yourself, the thing is more than half done 
already.”  Letter to Isham Reavis, November 5, 1855

“Always bear in mind that your own resolution to succeed is more important than any other one 
thing.”  Letter to Isham Reavis, November 5, 1855

“Extemporaneous speaking should be practised and cultivated.  It is the lawyer’s avenue to the 
public.  However able and faithful he may be in other respects, people are slow to bring him 

business if he cannot make a speech.  And yet there is not a more fatal error to young lawyers 
than relying too much on speech-making.  If any one, upon his rare powers of speaking, shall 

claim an exemption from the drudgery of the law, his case is a failure in advance.”  Notes for a 
Law Lecture, July 1, 1850



Dishonesty in Lawyering

“There is a vague popular belief that lawyers are necessarily dishonest.  I say vague, because 
when we consider to what extent confidence and honors are reposed in and conferred upon 
lawyers by the people, it appears improbable that their impression of dishonesty is very distinct 
and vivid.  Yet the impression is common, almost universal.  Let no young man choosing the law 
for a calling for a moment yield to the popular belief – resolve to be – honest at all events; and if 
in your own judgment you cannot be an honest lawyer, resolve to be honest without being a 
lawyer.  Choose some other occupation, rather than one in the choosing of which you do, in 
advance consent to be a knave.”  Abraham Lincoln, Opinion on the Draft, September 14, 1863



Lawyering isn’t easy . . .







The Power of Positivity

Harvey Mackay, Coeur d’Alene Press, December 3, 2023
“One of my favorite aphorisms goes like this:  ‘Watch your thoughts; they become words.  Watch 
your words; they become actions.  Watch your actions; they become habits.  Watch your habits; 
they become character.  Watch your character; it becomes your destiny.’”

“If you think positively, you will be more inclined to speak positively.  Positive words will spur 
positive actions.  If you behave in a positive way, you will form good habits.  That will lead you to 
your destiny – what you will eventually become as a person.”

“‘It is not the experience of Today that drives men mad.  It is remorse or bitterness for 
something that happened Yesterday and the dread of what will happen Tomorrow.’”

“Mackay’s Moral:  Whatever the mind expects, it finds.”



Humble and Kind
Song by Tim McGraw

Chorus:

Hold the door, say please, say thank you

Don’t steal, don’t cheat, and don’t lie

I know you got mountains to climb but

Always stay humble and kind.

When the dreams you’re dreamin’ come to you,

When the work you put in is realized,

Let yourself feel the pride but always stay humble and kind.



Lawyer’s Prayer
be careful what you ask for

When you have prayed for 
victory you have prayed for 
many unmentioned results 
which follow victory–
must follow it, cannot help 
but follow it. Upon the 
listening spirit of God fell also 
the unspoken part of the 
prayer. He commandeth me 
to put it into words. Listen!

Mark Twain, The War Prayer



The Right Place at the Right Time

Harvey Mackay, Coeur d’Alene Press, November 12, 2023

“The most joyful people are those who discover that what 
they should be doing and what they are doing are the same 

thing.”



Every area of life . . .
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