
GENERAL SESSION MINUTES 
Idaho State Bar Board of Commissioners 

May 29, 2025 
Boise, Idaho 

 
President Mary York called the business meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Idaho State 
Bar to order at 9:00 a.m. at the Law Center in Boise, Idaho. In attendance at that time were 
Commissioners Mary York, Jillian Caires, Kristin Bjorkman, FJ Hahn, the Hon. Robert Jackson 
(via Zoom), and Executive Director Maureen Ryan Braley, who acted as secretary. Bar Counsel 
Joe Pirtle, Licensing Director Abby Kostecka, Communications Director Lindsey Welfley and 
Program and Legal Education Director Teresa Baker joined the meeting later.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Consistent with the authority granted in Idaho Code § 3-408, and under the supervisory power of 
the Idaho Supreme Court and acting as an agency thereof for purposes of Idaho Code § 74-
202(4)(a), it was moved, seconded, and passed that the Board move into a confidential session to 
discuss matters involving admission and professional discipline as provided under Idaho Bar 
Commission Rules 223 and 521. It was also moved, seconded and passed, after an aye vote was 
recorded of each Commissioner, to move into Executive Session pursuant to Idaho Code § 74-
206(1)(b), (d) and (f), to: (1) consider a complaint brought against an employee; (2) review 
personal records of attorneys for licensing purposes; (3) consider information obtained as part of 
an inquiry into an individual’s fitness to practice law; and (4) discuss with legal counsel pending 
and/or potential litigation.  
 
The Board of Commissioners moved into Executive Session at 9:00 a.m. The Board of 
Commissioners moved out of Executive Session at 10:57 a.m., and into the General Session. 
 
GENERAL SESSION 
Tabled agenda items – It was moved and seconded to table the agenda items to discuss the Idaho 
Judiciary Granta Award nominations and the ABA Delegate Reimbursement Policy. The motion 
passed unanimously.  
 
Minutes – It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the minutes of the Board of 
Commissioners meetings on April 11, 2025, and April 29, 2025. 
 
2025 Bar Commissioner Election Results – Ms. Braley gave a summary of the 2025 Board of 
Commissioners elections. Patty Weeks was elected to represent the First and Second Districts. 
Leslie Hayes was elected to represent the Fourth District. They will take office following the 2025 
ISB Annual Meeting. 
 
Commissioners Bjorkman and Jackson left the meeting. A quorum consisting of President York 
and Commissioners Caires and Hahn continued the meeting following a short break.  
 
NextGen Bar Exam Task Force Update – Ms. Kostecka gave the Commissioners an update on 
the NextGen Task Force following its April 2025 meeting, including the grading standards and 



procedures, and next steps to develop the passing score. Commissioners Hahn and Caires offered 
to volunteer to serve on the newly created MCLE Task Force.  
 
Denise O’Donnell Day Pro Bono Award Nominations – The Commissioners discussed the 
nominations received from the Sixth and Sevent Districts. It was moved, seconded and passed to  
approve the recommendations of Matthew Bardsley and Scott Pearson to receive Pro Bono Awards 
for the Sixth District, and for Daniel Biddulph to receive a Pro Bono Award for the Seventh 
District. Ms. Braley will contact each recipient.  
 
It was also moved, seconded and passed to give a proxy vote to Maureen Braley to nominate a Pro 
Bono Award recipient for the Second District. The Commissioners discussed the matter further, 
and it was moved, seconded and passed to give the Pro Bono Award for the Second District to the 
University of Idaho College of Law clinics. 
 
Commissioner Hahn discussed a phone call he received from a member with concerns about the 
milestone attorneys not being recognized at the Anniversary and Gala event. Teresa Baker said 
there will be a chance to celebrate the milestone attorneys during the luncheon and at the district 
bar meetings during the 2025 Roadshow.  
 
2025 BOC Meeting & Event Schedule – Ms. Braley updated the Commissioners on efforts to 
schedule the 2025 Roadshow meeting dates. The district bars were asked to think of dates and help 
coordinate the respective meetings. The Commissioners will meet on December 5, 2025, to certify 
the resolution results.  
 
March 2025 Financials – The Commissioners discussed the March 2025 financials. Ms. Braley 
also discussed the status of the additional accounting work performed by Clifton Larson Allen and 
the status of the audit work by Eide Bailly. 
 
Staffing Update – Ms. Braley advised the Commissioners that Karen Carlisle will transition to 
the ISB licensing team and the efforts to hire a new clerk of the Professional Conduct Board.  
 
ISB/ILF Anniversary & Gala Update – Teresa Baker gave an update to the Commissioners. 
Individual ticket sales recently opened, and there is approximately $34,000 in sponsorships so far. 
The Commissioners also discussed a joint event with the Idaho Judiciary on September 9, 2025, 
with a reception and presentation by Jonathan Shapiro on Abraham Lincoln. Commissioners 
Caires and York agreed to MC the Anniversary Gala on July 16. It was suggested that 
Commissioner Bjorkman provide a welcome announcement during the reception before the Gala. 
Commissioner Hahn agreed to introduce Judge Lorello and Kolby Reddish before their CLE 
presentation on famous appeals.  
 
Advocate Commissioner Article Schedule – The Commissioners discussed the 
President’s/Commissioners’ column rotation for 2025 and early 2026. Ms. Braley gave the 
Commissioners an update on the recent Jackrabbit Bar meeting and a presentation by John Mudd 
from Montana on the recent legislative session in that state. The Commissioners discussed holding 
a strategic planning session regarding regulatory functions.  
 



Idaho Teachers’ Institute – Ms. Welfley updated the Commissioners on an invitation to the Idaho 
Teachers’ Institute. President York plans to attend the event.  
 
Public Discipline Notices – The Commissioners discussed the public discipline notices for Tessa 
Bennett and Justin Oleson. Mr. Pirtle discussed the hearing committee awarding costs of the 
investigation and hearing to the ISB against Mr. Oleson but not setting an amount. Mr. Pirtle will 
request payment from Mr. Oleson before considering the need for a court order.  
 
Court Order on Amendments to Licensing Rules – Ms. Braley updated the Commissioners on 
the Idaho Supreme Court’s order amending Section III of the Idaho Bar Commission Rules 
following the 2024 resolution process and the statutory amendments approved by the Idaho 
Legislature. Ms. Braley informed the Commissioners that the Court eliminated the licensing fee 
for Retired Judicial members to make the rules consistent with the Idaho Code.  
 
Meeting with Idaho ABA Delegates – The ABA Delegates provided an update to the 
Commissioners on the February ABA mid-year meeting. Jenn Jensen discussed an update to the 
model rule addressing conditional admissions and the stigma with addiction and mental health 
diagnoses. Kendall Bjornsen discussed a possible change to allowing MCLE credits for mock trial 
volunteers. Ms. Bjornsen is also willing to serve on the newly formed MCLE Task Force. Jonathan 
Shirts discussed a need for the ISB to consider defending the judiciary. Ms. Welfley discussed a 
Court committee looking into this issue as well.  
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Maureen Ryan Braley 
Executive Director 


