
GENERAL SESSION MINUTES 
Idaho State Bar Board of Commissioners 

February 18, 2026 
Boise, Idaho 

 
President, Hon. Robert Jackson, called the business meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the 
Idaho State Bar to order at 9:48 a.m. MST at the Law Center in Boise, Idaho. In attendance at that 
time were Commissioners, Hon. Robert Jackson, Kristin Bjorkman, F.J. Hahn, Patty Weeks, Leslie 
Hayes, as well as Executive Director, Maureen Ryan Braley, who acted as secretary.  Bar Counsel, 
Joe Pirtle; Assistant Bar Counsel, Samantha Lundberg; Deputy Director, Jared Hoskins; Controller, 
Craig Kenyon; Program and Legal Education Director, Teresa Baker; and Admissions 
Administrator, Tasha Sorrells-Landeros, also attended the meeting. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Consistent with the authority granted in Idaho Code § 3-408, and under the supervisory power of 
the Idaho Supreme Court and acting as an agency thereof for purposes of Idaho Code § 74-
202(4)(a), it was moved, seconded, and passed that the Board move into a confidential session to 
discuss matters involving admission and professional discipline as provided under Idaho Bar 
Commission Rules 223 and 521.  It was also moved, seconded, and passed, after an aye vote was 
recorded of each Commissioner, to move into Executive Session pursuant to Idaho Code § 74-
206(1)(b), (d) and (f), to: (1) review personal records of attorneys for licensing purposes; (2) 
consider information obtained as part of an inquiry into an individual’s fitness to practice law; (3) 
discuss with legal counsel pending and/or potential litigation; and (4) consider evaluation of an 
employee.  
 
The Board moved into Executive Session at 9:48 a.m. The Board moved out of Executive Session 
at 1:19 p.m. and into the General Session. 
 
GENERAL SESSION 
 
Application for Admission - “Applicant A” – Upon motion, duly seconded, the Commissioners 
approved by unanimous vote to recommend to the Idaho Supreme Court that “Applicant A” as 
identified during the Executive Session be issued a conditional license, subject to the modified 
conditional term discussed by the Commissioners during the Executive Session.  President Jackson 
will sign the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Recommendation. 
 
Application for Admission - “Applicant B” - Upon motion, duly seconded, the Commissioners 
approved by unanimous vote to recommend to the Idaho Supreme Court that “Applicant B” as 
identified during the Executive Session be issued a conditional license, subject to the modified 
Findings of Fact discussed by the Commissioners during the Executive Session.  President Jackson 
will sign the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Recommendation.  
 
Formal Charge Request – “Attorney A” – Upon motion, duly seconded, the Commissioners 
found by unanimous vote that (1) there is probable cause that “Attorney A” as identified during 
the Executive Session violated the Idaho Rules of Professional Conduct; and (2) Bar Counsel is 
authorized to proceed with a formal charge complaint. 



 
Formal Charge Request – “Attorney B” – Upon motion, duly seconded, the Commissioners 
found by unanimous vote that (1) there is probable cause that “Attorney B” as identified during 
the Executive Session violated the Idaho Rules of Professional Conduct; and (2) Bar Counsel is 
authorized to proceed with a formal charge complaint. 
 
Formal Charge Request – “Attorney C” – Upon motion, duly seconded, the Commissioners 
found that (1) there is probable cause that “Attorney C” as identified during the Executive Session 
violated the Idaho Rules of Professional Conduct; and (2) Bar Counsel is authorized to proceed 
with a formal charge complaint. Commissioners Bjorkman, Weeks, and Hayes voted aye.  
Commissioners Jackson and Hahn voted nay.  Ayes have it. Motion passes. 
 
Formal Charge Request – “Attorney D” – Upon motion, duly seconded, the Commissioners 
found by unanimous vote that (1) there is probable cause that “Attorney D” as identified during 
the Executive Session violated the Idaho Rules of Professional Conduct; and (2) Bar Counsel is 
authorized to proceed with a formal charge complaint. 
 
Keller/Mandatory Bar Discussion – This item was taken out of order with the consent of the 
President. Mr. Pirtle updated the Commissioners on relevant caselaw related to mandatory bars 
and issues of freedom of association and speech. The Commissioners discussed the types of 
political speech or activities that may not be considered “germane” to the practice of law.  
 
First District Bar Association Magistrate Commission Appointment – Consistent with the 
authority granted in Idaho Code § 74-204(4)(c), it was moved to amend the agenda to include an 
action item related to an appointment to fill a vacancy on the First Judicial District Magistrate 
Commission. The motion stated that there was a good faith reason that the action item was not 
included on the agenda, in that the nomination was received after 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 
12, 2026, and it was inadvertently excluded from the agenda. The motion also declared an 
emergency necessitating the action, in that the subject trial court administrator requested 
immediate action, believing a delay until the next Board meeting would be detrimental.  The 
motion was duly seconded and passed unanimously.    
 
Ms. Braley explained that the First District Bar Association nominated Jennifer Brumley to replace 
Mary Cusack, who recently resigned from the Attorney A position on the First District Magistrate 
Commission. If appointed, Ms. Brumley would serve for the remainder of Ms. Cusack’s term, 
which expires on September 30, 2026.  It was moved, seconded, and passed by unanimous vote to 
approve Ms. Brumley’s appointment to the First Judicial District Magistrate Commission.   
 
Court Orders Re: 2025 Resolutions and Bar Exam Passing Score – Ms. Braley discussed the 
four orders from the Idaho Supreme Court issued on January 29, 2026, related to the 2025 
resolutions approved by ISB members and lowering the February 2026 bar exam passing score 
from 270 to 266.  Ms. Braley noted that the orders are published in The Weekly Brief and on the 
website, and that the rules will be updated for publication on the ISB website and in The Rule 
Book. 
 



2026 Potential Resolutions – Ms. Braley discussed a memo addressing potential 2026 resolutions 
to prepare for the Board’s meeting with the Idaho Supreme Court on March 3, 2026.  Ms. Braley 
discussed potential amendments to the Idaho Bar Commission Rules addressing admissions, 
MCLE requirements, and the resolution process, and to the Idaho Rules of Professional Conduct.   
 
March 3, 2026 – Annual Meeting with Idaho Supreme Court – Ms. Braley mentioned that the 
Commissioners will be meeting with the Idaho Supreme Court on Tuesday, March 3, 2026, at 
11:30 a.m. Mr. Hoskins discussed his draft agenda for that meeting and invited the Commissioners 
to send him any additional items they would like to add. 
 
Admissions Report – Ms. Braley discussed Ms. Sorrells-Landeros’s reports on the February 2026 
bar exam, 2025 admissions statistics, and the status of NextGen Bar Exam adoption nationwide. 
 
MCLE Task Force Update – Mr. Hoskins gave a status report of the MCLE Task Force, 
mentioning that he had reviewed the progress of the Task Force to-date and that it had its next 
meeting scheduled for February 19, 2026. 
 
2026 Licensing Report – Ms. Braley introduced the report prepared by Licensing Administrator, 
Annette Strauser, on the status of 2026 attorney licensing, which addressed the impact the Bar’s 
transition to a new online licensing platform had on the number of renewals submitted online.  
 
2026 Commissioner Elections – Ms. Braley mentioned that Commissioners Bjorkman and 
Jackson will leave the Board after the Annual Meeting in June and reminded the Commissioners 
that nominations for new Commissioners representing the Fourth and Fifth Districts are due April 
7. 
 
Strategic Planning Update – Ms. Braley mentioned that the strategic planning exercise is 
scheduled for May 1-2, 2026.  She noted that Chris Newbold, the facilitator from ALPS, will help 
the Board with pre-planning of the strategic planning effort.  The group discussed possible venues 
or events to coincide with the strategic planning session.   
 
2026 Roadshow Schedule – Ms. Braley stated that, following the January Board meeting, Ms. 
Baker finalized the 2026 Roadshow schedule, incorporating feedback. Ms. Baker will send the 
schedule to the District Bar Association officers soon. 
 
BOC Meeting and Event Schedule – Ms. Braley referenced the current meeting and event 
schedule included in the meeting materials.  She asked the Commissioners to let her know if they 
intend to attend any of the conferences on the list. 
 
November and December 2025 Financials – Ms. Braley asked Mr. Kenyon to join the meeting.  
Mr. Kenyon mentioned that the financial statements were preliminary, pending audit.  Ms. Braley 
called attention to the 2025 net gain/loss line.  She addressed the difference between the 2025 
projected loss that was included in the 2026 budget that the Board reviewed and approved at its 
January meeting, and the actual loss reflected in the December 2025 financial reports, which was 
more than twice as much as the projected loss.  She and Craig explained that the difference between 
the projected loss and the actual loss relates to issues with forecasting the final quarter of 2025 in 



preparing the 2026 budget.  Ms. Braley discussed revenue differences, including interest earnings 
underperforming.  Ms. Braley explained that the line, “ED Expense,” included consulting fees for 
Clifton Larson Allen.  Commissioners mentioned that there is an opportunity to learn from the loss 
variance.  Ms. Braley asked whether the Commissioners had any desire to modify the 2026 budget, 
given the variance between the 2025 projected year-end position and the actual year-end position.  
Commissioners mentioned that the fund balance is still healthy, despite the variance between the 
projected and actual losses for 2025.  Ms. Braley mentioned that the recent license fee increase 
was not adequate to cover increased costs and inflation, and that the Bar will need to consider a 
license increase within the next 5-10 years.  Ms. Braley commented that the goals for the 2026 
budget, which contemplates an operating loss for the year, include continuing to address deferred 
maintenance on capital outlay and personnel costs. The Commissioners discussed maintaining the 
current course for the 2026 budget.   
 
2025 Audit Engagement Letter – Ms. Braley referenced the current draft of the audit engagement 
letter and stated that Bar Counsel has negotiated a few terms with Sorren, which were accepted.  
It was moved, seconded, and passed by unanimous vote to approve the engagement letter.   
 
Bank Resolutions – Mr. Hoskins introduced the enclosed resolutions, which would give him 
authority to conduct banking and investment actions on behalf of the Idaho State Bar.  He explained 
that the general resolution will cover most of the bank accounts, but D.A. Davidson requires a 
specific resolution to be approved by the Board. 
 
Upon motion, duly seconded, the Commissioners approved by unanimous vote the Idaho State Bar 
Resolution which authorizes Mr. Hoskins to be added as an Authorized Agent to conduct the 
business of the Board of Commissioners as therein described, in addition to Ms. Braley and Mr. 
Pirtle.   
 
Upon motion, duly seconded, the Commissioners approved by unanimous vote the Non-Corporate 
Organizations and Associations Resolution from D.A. Davidson to authorize Mr. Hoskins to be 
added as an Authorized Agent to conduct the business of the Board of Commissioners as therein 
described, in addition to Ms. Braley and Mr. Pirtle. 
 
2026 Annual Meeting – Schedule and Sponsorships – Ms. Braley mentioned that Ms. Baker 
prepared the enclosed 2026 Annual Meeting schedule and sponsorship information.  Ms. Baker 
discussed the contents of the proposed agenda for the Annual Meeting.  She mentioned that a one-
day conference will minimize financial losses.  Ms. Baker mentioned sponsors and vendors are 
still being sought.   
 
Member Benefit Provider Approval – Ms. Braley stated that Ms. Baker prepared the enclosed 
memo requesting the Board’s approval of 1099 Workers as a member benefit provider.  Ms. Baker 
discussed a health insurance program for small law firms or solo practitioners.  The Commissioners 
asked Ms. Baker to verify that 1099 Workers is licensed to sell insurance in Idaho and to ascertain 
any potential impact on Idaho attorneys if the Board were to withdraw its approval of 1099 
Workers as a member benefit provider. 
 



Advocate Commissioner Article Schedule – Ms. Braley mentioned that Communications 
Manager, Carissa Carns, prepared the current article schedule. 
 
Minutes – It was moved, seconded, and passed by unanimous vote to approve the General Session 
minutes of the Board of Commissioners meeting on January 15, 2026. 
 
Idaho State Bar Professional Awards – Idaho State Bar Professional Awards – The 
Commissioners discussed nominations for the ISB Distinguished Lawyer, Distinguished Jurist, 
Outstanding Young Lawyer, Professionalism, Pro Bono, Service, and Section of the Year awards. 
After discussion, it was moved, seconded, and passed to select the following individuals to receive 
the 2026 awards: 
 
Distinguished Lawyer – Reed Larsen and William Wellman  
 
Distinguished Jurist – Idaho Court of Appeals Judge Jessica Lorello 
 
Outstanding Young Lawyer – Kate Peterson 
 
Service Awards – Kurt Holzer, Tammie Whyte, Boyd “Mack” Mayo, Lisa Fabreguette, Judge Paige 
Nolta, Jessica Perez  
 
Professionalism Awards – Judge Combo, Julie Kane, Tyler Rounds, Walt Donovan, William Nary, 
Judge Haemmerle, Rich Diehl, Eric Barzee (posthumous) 
 
Denise O’ Donnell Day Pro Bono Awards – Kirsten Thompson, Jake Welsh, Michelle Finch, 
Denise Penton, Justin Eckman 
 
Section of the Year – Professionalism and Ethics Section 
 
The Commissioners discussed soliciting additional nominations for the Denise O’Donnell Day Pro 
Bono Awards from the Second, Fifth, and Sixth Districts for consideration at their meeting on April 
3, 2026. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m., MST. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Maureen Ryan Braley 
Executive Director 


