
GENERAL SESSION MINUTES 
Idaho State Bar Board of Commissioners 

December 5, 2025 
Boise, Idaho 

 
President Kristin Bjorkman called the business meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the 
Idaho State Bar to order at 8:48 a.m. at the Law Center in Boise, Idaho. In attendance at that time 
were Commissioners Kristin Bjorkman, the Hon. Robert Jackson, FJ Hahn, Leslie Hayes, and 
Patty Weeks (via Zoom), and Executive Director Maureen Ryan Braley, who acted as secretary. 
Program and Legal Education Director Teresa Baker, Admissions Administrator Tasha Sorrells-
Landeros, Bar Counsel Joe Pirtle, and Assistant Bar Counsel Samantha Lundberg also attended the 
meeting. 
 
GENERAL SESSION 
Minutes – It was moved, seconded, and passed by unanimous vote to approve the General Session 
minutes of the Board of Commissioners meeting on November 4, 2025. 
 
Administration of July 2026 Idaho Bar Exam – Ms. Braley gave an oral report on the timeline 
of decision making for the July 2026 Bar Exam to occur only in Boise. Ms. Braley described 
leaving a voicemail for the Dean of the University of Idaho College of Law and also sending her 
an email, both on April 23, 2025, about the Board’s decision not to give the Idaho Bar Exam in 
Moscow. However, the Dean did not share that information with the law students until sometime 
in November 2025.  The students were upset and considered filing a petition with the Idaho 
Supreme Court to have the exam administered in Moscow.  
 
University of Idaho College of Law Student Bar Association Memo to BOC re: MPRE – A 
memo dated November 21, 2025, was addressed to the Board requesting that more testing options 
be provided in Idaho for the MPRE. They claimed limited seating creates a backlog of test takers 
causing “significant barriers for students seeking to take the MPRE within Idaho.” The students 
claimed that the National Conference of Bar Examiners (NCBE) has not responded positively to 
their request. The students also wonder if the MPRE is even necessary given that the NextGen 
exam will cover ethics. Ms. Braley advised that the ISB does not control where or when the MPRE 
is administered. Ms. Braley also advised that the MPRE is administered in March, August and 
November, with testing sites in Boise, Spokane and Salt Lake City among other places. Boise has 
15 seats per testing session, with three testing sessions per day. Ms. Braley is unaware of students 
being turned away from the Boise location. Also, Ms. Braley indicated that the MPRE is much 
broader than the scope of ethics to be covered on the NextGen exam. The Board discussed the 
matter and determined that no change was necessary. President Bjorkman will respond to the 
students.  
 
2026 Meeting with the University of Idaho College of Law – The Board discussed meeting with 
the College of Law staff and students at the Boise campus on February 18, 2026, and a possible 
meeting on the Moscow campus to coincide with the November 2026 Roadshow meeting. 
 
2025 Resolution Voting Results – Ms. Braley discussed the results of the 2025 Resolution 
process, noting that the resolutions passed by a higher percentage than the 2024 Resolutions. 



 
Break held from 9:51 a.m. – 10:04 a.m. 
 
Meeting with Erika Birch and Emily MacMaster re: 1/8/26 Attorney’s Oath Reaffirmation – 
Ms. Birch and Ms. MacMaster discussed their planned event for lawyers to reaffirm their 
Attorney’s Oath. Ms. MacMaster handed out paper copies of the Attorney’s Oath to the Board. 
They picked January 8 as the date to have enough time to organize the event and because the new 
year is a time for renewal. They selected the Capitol building in Boise because it is symbolic and 
it is the people’s house. They said sections of the ISB are supportive of the event, as well as 
organizations like Idaho Women Lawyers and the Idaho Trial Lawyers Association. Ms. 
MacMaster described the theory of a “citizen lawyer” and mentioned Federalist No. 78 regarding 
the importance of an independent judiciary. President Bjorkman asked who will administer the 
Attorney’s Oath. They discussed retired Idaho Supreme Court Justice Jim Jones possibly 
administering the Attorney’s Oath. Commissioner Hayes asked about possibly inviting the 
Attorney General to administer the oath. Ms. Birch indicated that dignitaries will be invited to the 
event. They also indicated that the ISB sections will not “sponsor” the event as previously 
suggested.  
 
Roadshow Resolution Recap – The Commissioners discussed preferring the November board 
meeting to occur ahead of travel for the Roadshow and a possible dinner meeting in Idaho Falls to 
allow more convenient travel time. Ms. Braley thanked Teresa Baker for her good work organizing 
and setting up the meetings. Commissioner Hayes liked having different CLEs at each stop. 
President Bjorkman discussed an uncomfortable call with Judge Hippler who had erroneously been 
announced as giving remarks for a retiring judge at the Fourth District meeting but was never 
informed of that plan. President Bjorkman already called Judge Juries and apologized for the 
confusion. Ms. Baker indicated that the Fourth District Bar Officers failed to reach out Judge 
Hippler, which caused the issue.  
 
Timing of 2026 Annual Meeting – The Commissioners discussed holding the ISB Annual 
Meeting June 17 or 18, with the business meeting on June 16. 
 
2026 Licensing Online Portal – The Commissioners discussed a memo from Annette Strauser 
regarding the stylistic changes to the online licensing portal and the need to create a user account.  
 
Idaho Supreme Court Media/Courts Committee Appointment – Ms. Braley discussed the 
possible appointment of an ISB employee following Lindsey Welfely’s departure. The Board 
discussed possibly having the Deputy Director filling that role once they are hired. It was moved, 
seconded and approved by unanimous vote of the Commissioners to delegate the decision to the 
Executive Director.  
 
Strategic Planning Update – The Commissioners discussed interviewing strategic planning 
facilitators and determining a date for the strategic planning session. Discussion was had on a 
possible Saturday session, which was generally disfavored.  
 
Approval of Member Benefit Provider – Ms. Baker discussed the request by PracticePanther to 
become a member benefit provider. She described the service as an all-in-one legal case 



management platform similar to Clio. It was moved, seconded and approved by unanimous vote 
to add PracticePanther as a member benefit provider. Discussion was also had about Law Pay 
paying a commission to the ILF, and whether the Commission should instead go to the ISB. 
 
September 2025 Financials – The Commissioners discussed the September 2025 financials. Ms. 
Braley discussed a budgeted loss for 2025 and the 2025 annual meeting revenue numbers still 
being off due to outstanding revenue collections. The Commissioners discussed the Workers' 
Compensation section having a negative balance. Ms. Baker explained that members did not 
appear for the section’s annual conference, which was a rare instance for that section. The 
Commissioners also discussed the Tax section spending nearly $100k on their annual conference. 
Ms. Baker explained that the section has the money to host such an expensive event. The 
Commissioners nevertheless had concerns about such high expenses and authorized Ms. Baker to 
convey that concern to the Tax section. Ms. Baker also discussed that the Indian Law and Water 
Law sections have not held meetings.  
 
Break held from 11:38 a.m. – 12:05 p.m. 
 
Meeting with District Bar Delegates to Confirm 2025 Resolution Voting Results -  The 
Commissioners met with the following district bar representatives: Julia Schoffstall (First District), 
Peyton Lawrence and Brennan Wright (Second District), Tyler Rounds (Third District), Jill 
Holinka (Fourth District), Hon. Robert Jackson (fill in for the Fifth District), Matthew Bardsley 
(Sixth District), FJ Hahn (fill in for the Seventh District). The Commissioners and the District Bar 
Representatives reviewed the 2025 Resolution voting results. All five resolutions passed according 
to the ayes and nays cast by the voting members of each district bar association. By roll call vote, 
each district bar representative approved Resolutions 25-01, 25-02, 25-03, 25-04, 25-05 and 25-
06. The district bar representatives and the Commissioners discussed the amendment to Resolution 
25-02 proposed by the Fourth District Bar Association. By roll call vote, each district bar 
representative requested to hold a vote on the proposed amendment to Resolution 25-02. By roll 
call vote, each district bar representative voted in favor of the proposed amendment to Resolution 
25-02. Ms. Braley discussed the procedure for the resolutions to now be considered by the Idaho 
Supreme Court. The Commissioners discussed sending dates for the 2026 Roadshow to the district 
bar officers sometime in January 2026.  
 
Mr. Sorrells-Landeros left the meeting at 12:35 p.m. 
 
2026 ISB Budget Process Update – The Commissioners discussed the 2026 budget process. Ms. 
Braley discussed possible furniture upgrades. The Commissioners were supportive of the ISB 
investing in new furniture given the age of most ISB workstations. The Commissioners discussed 
a member portal project involving a major tech upgrade for internal data management and the 
attorney portal. A possible budget amendment in 2026 was discussed to address the portal project 
and the Deputy Director further assessing this issue. The Commissioners thought it was appropriate 
to address staff compensation in 2026 to attract and keep talented employees.  
 
Ms. Baker left the meeting at 1:01 p.m.  
 
Break held from 1:01 p.m. – 1:13 p.m. 



 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Consistent with the authority granted in Idaho Code § 3-408, and under the supervisory power of 
the Idaho Supreme Court and acting as an agency thereof for purposes of Idaho Code § 74-
202(4)(a), it was moved, seconded, and passed that the Board move into a confidential session to 
discuss matters involving admission and professional discipline as provided under Idaho Bar 
Commission Rules 223 and 521. It was also moved, seconded and passed, after an aye vote was 
recorded of each Commissioner, to move into Executive Session pursuant to Idaho Code § 74-
206(1)(d) and (f), to: (1) review personal records of attorneys for licensing purposes; (2) consider 
information obtained as part of an inquiry into an individual’s fitness to practice law; and (3) 
discuss with legal counsel pending and/or potential litigation.  
 
The Board of Commissioners moved into Executive Session at 1:13 p.m. The Board of 
Commissioners moved out of Executive Session at 2:15 p.m., and into the General Session. 
 
Client Assistance Fund Claim Against “Attorney A” – Upon motion, duly seconded, the 
Commissioners approved by unanimous vote the recommendation of the Client Assistance Fund 
Committee to pay a claim against “Attorney A” as identified during the Executive Session. 
President Bjorkman will sign the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order authorizing 
payment of the claim.  
 
Formal Charge Filing Against “Attorney B” – Upon motion, duly seconded, the Commissioners 
found by unanimous vote that (1) there is probable cause that “Attorney B” as identified during 
the Executive Session violated the Idaho Rules of Professional Conduct and (2) Bar Counsel is 
authorized to proceed with a formal charge complaint.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:17 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Maureen Ryan Braley 
Executive Director 


