
GENERAL SESSION MINUTES 
Idaho State Bar Board of Commissioners 

November 4, 2025 
Boise, Idaho 

President Kristin Bjorkman called the business meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the 
Idaho State Bar to order at 8:33 a.m. at the Law Center in Boise, Idaho. In attendance at that time 
were Commissioners Kristin Bjorkman, FJ Hahn, Leslie Hayes, the Hon. Robert Jackson (via 
Zoom), and Executive Director Maureen Ryan Braley, who acted as secretary. Program and Legal 
Education Director Teresa Baker, Admissions Administrator Tasha Sorrells-Landeros, Bar Counsel 
Joe Pirtle, and Assistant Bar Counsel Samantha Lundberg also attended the meeting. 

GENERAL SESSION 
Minutes – It was moved, seconded, and passed by unanimous vote to approve the General Session 
minutes of the Board of Commissioners meeting on October 1, 2025. 

2025 Resolutions and Roadshow – Ms. Braley discussed the planned agenda for the Roadshow 
meetings and went through the draft slide presentation for the Second District meeting on 
November 5, 2025. Ms. Braley discussed the CLE presentation, the awards presentations, updates 
from the ISB regarding the NextGen Bar Exam Task Force, the MCLE Task Force, and the ISB’s 
continued work with the Idaho Supreme Court and the Idaho Judicial Council.  

Commissioner Patty Weeks joined the meeting via Zoom at 8:48 a.m. 

The Commissioners discussed the assignment of resolutions to be presented at the Roadshow 
meetings. The Commissioners also discussed the resolution voting process. Discussion was also 
had on whether to allow comments and questions from those attending the meeting and reasonable 
rules for managing time if comments are permitted.  

Commissioner Jackson left the meeting at 9:05 a.m. 

The Commissioners concluded that comments from the attendees should be permitted, and that 
five minutes should be allotted after each resolution is presented, with those making comments 
limited to one minute each.  

Seventh District Magistrate Commission Appointment – The Commissioners discussed their 
prior appointee for the Attorney B position, Jordan Crane, being ineligible to serve because he is 
a State employee. The Seventh District nominated Shan Perry. Upon motion, duly seconded, the 
Commissioners approved by unanimous vote of those present the appointment of Shan Perry to 
the Magistrate Commission. 

NextGen Bar Exam and UBE Passing Score Recommendation – The Commissioners 
considered and discussed the recommendation of the Idaho NextGen Bar Exam Task Force that 
the current UBE and NextGen Bar Exam scores be consistent with each other and lowered to align 
with passing scores in neighboring states. Upon motion, duly seconded, the Commissioners 
approved by unanimous vote of those present the recommendation that effective with the July 2026 



bar exam, the passing score on the current UBE be lowered from 270 to 266 and that the NextGen 
passing score be set at 616, which is equivalent to a score of 266 on the current UBE.  
 
July 2026 Bar Exam Grading and Admissions Ceremony – Ms. Braley advised the 
Commissioners that Admissions Administrator Tasha Sorrells-Landeros will observe a beta test of 
the NextGen Bar Exam in January 2026.  
 
Commissioner Weeks exited the meeting at 9:52 a.m. and rejoined the meeting at 9:55 a.m. 
 
Ms. Braley stated that the tentative date for the admissions ceremony following the July 2026 bar 
exam is October 30, 2026. Ms. Braley proposed a Board meeting at the end of August 2026, then 
no Board meeting in September to better coincide with anticipated delayed exam grading under 
the NextGen Bar Exam.  
 
A break was held from 10:00 a.m. until 10:15 a.m. Ms. Sorrells-Landeros left the meeting. 
Commissioner Jackson rejoined the meeting at 10:15 a.m. 
 
Bellwood Lecture Recap – The Commissioners discussed the prior security concerns and public 
objections to Alan Dershowitz as the Bellwood lecturer. The event went smoothly, but it caused 
the ISB and the Idaho Supreme Court to reassess their respective roles with the University of Idaho 
College of Law in selecting a guest lecturer. The Commissioners discussed the ISB and the Court 
having more input on the guest lecturer in the future. Ms. Braley will speak with Chief Justice 
Bevan about the 2026 Bellwood Lecture and possible rescheduling due to the NextGen Bar Exam. 
 
Court Reporter Certification – Ms. Braley discussed her communications with Sara Omundson 
and Jason Spillman from the Administrative Office of the Courts regarding legislative efforts in 
2025 to deregulate the licensure of court reporters. Assistant Bar Counsel Samantha Lundberg 
researched the issue and confirmed that other state bars do not certify or license court reporters. 
Ms. Braley stated that Ms. Omundson and Mr. Spillman discussed addressing the issue by court 
rule in the event deregulation legislation is attempted in a future session. The Commissioners 
discussed the certification or licensure of court reporters to be beyond the ISB’s authority. 
Nevertheless, the Commissioners would support the Court’s efforts if they attempted to address 
the issue by court rule.  
 
Report on 2025 Child Custody & Domestic Relations Legislative Task Force – Ms. Braley and 
Mr. Pirtle provided a summary of Mr. Pirtle’s presentation to the legislative task force on October 
24, 2025, regarding the attorney grievance investigation process. 
 
Report on Northwest Bar Leaders Conference – Commissioners Jackson and Weeks and Ms. 
Braley discussed their attendance at the conference. They discussed changes to the bar exam and 
alternative paths to licensure in other states. The Commissioners also discussed rural initiatives 
possibly being addressed by district bar associations, such as subsidizing having an attorney travel 
to meet with rural communities.  
 
Strategic Planning Update – President Bjorkman and Ms. Braley provided an update on their 
efforts to locate a facilitator for a strategic planning session. The Commissioners discussed 



calendaring the session and the need for key staff to participate as well to ensure planning efforts 
are viable with current ISB staffing and resources.   
 
BOC Meeting and Event Schedule – The Commissioners briefly discussed the upcoming 
meeting and event schedule.  
 
August 2025 Financials – The Commissioners discussed the August 2025 financials. Ms. Braley 
provided updated information on 2025 annual meeting revenue. She also provided further 
explanation of cash and cash equivalents based on budgeted losses for 2025. Ms. Braley suggested 
that the Board consider facilitating the Idaho Academy of Leadership for Lawyers every other year, 
alternating years with the Litigations Section’s Trial Skills Academy. Ms. Braley also explained 
that the “executive director expense” related to retention of CLA and an employment attorney. 
 
A break was held from 11:47 to 12:06.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Consistent with the authority granted in Idaho Code § 3-408, and under the supervisory power of 
the Idaho Supreme Court and acting as an agency thereof for purposes of Idaho Code § 74-
202(4)(a), it was moved, seconded, and passed that the Board move into a confidential session to 
discuss matters involving admission and professional discipline as provided under Idaho Bar 
Commission Rules 223 and 521. It was also moved, seconded and passed, after an aye vote was 
recorded of each Commissioner, to move into Executive Session pursuant to Idaho Code § 74-
206(1)(d) and (f), to: (1) review personal records of attorneys for licensing purposes; (2) consider 
information obtained as part of an inquiry into an individual’s fitness to practice law; and (3) 
discuss with legal counsel pending and/or potential litigation.  
 
The Board of Commissioners moved into Executive Session at 12:07 p.m. The Board of 
Commissioners moved out of Executive Session at 1:16 p.m., and into the General Session. 
 
Advocate Article Schedule – Discussion was had about the Commissioner’s column schedule for 
The Advocate for the rest of 2025 and the first quarter of 2026.  
 
Formal Charge Filing Against “Attorney A” – Upon motion, duly seconded, the Commissioners 
found by unanimous vote that (1) there is probable cause that “Attorney A” as identified during 
the Executive Session violated the Idaho Rules of Professional Conduct and (2) Bar Counsel is 
authorized to proceed with a formal charge complaint.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:18 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Maureen Ryan Braley 
Executive Director 




