
GENERAL SESSION MINUTES 
Idaho State Bar Board of Commissioners 

January 15, 2026 
Boise, Idaho 

 
President Kristin Bjorkman called the business meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the 
Idaho State Bar to order at 9:11 a.m. MST at the Law Center in Boise, Idaho. In attendance at that 
time were Commissioners Kristin Bjorkman, FJ Hahn (by Zoom), the Hon. Robert Jackson, Patty 
Weeks, Leslie Hayes and Executive Director Maureen Ryan Braley, who acted as secretary. 
Program and Legal Education Director Teresa Baker, Admissions Administrator Tasha Sorrells-
Landeros, Bar Counsel Joe Pirtle, and Assistant Bar Counsel Samantha Lundberg also attended the 
meeting. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Consistent with the authority granted in Idaho Code § 3-408, and under the supervisory power of 
the Idaho Supreme Court and acting as an agency thereof for purposes of Idaho Code § 74-
202(4)(a), it was moved, seconded, and passed that the Board move into a confidential session to 
discuss matters involving admission and professional discipline as provided under Idaho Bar 
Commission Rules 223 and 521. It was also moved, seconded, and passed, after an aye vote was 
recorded of each Commissioner, to move into Executive Session pursuant to Idaho Code § 74-
206(1)(b), (d) and (f), to: (1) review personal records of attorneys for licensing purposes; (2) 
consider information obtained as part of an inquiry into an individual’s fitness to practice law; and 
(3) discuss with legal counsel pending and/or potential litigation.  
 
The Board moved into Executive Session at 9:11 a.m. The Board moved out of Executive Session 
at 11:21 a.m. and into the General Session. 
 
GENERAL SESSION 
 
Requests for Regular Licenses - “Attorney A” and “Attorney B” – Upon motion, duly 
seconded, the Commissioners approved by unanimous vote the recommendations of the Character 
and Fitness Committee to recommend to the Idaho Supreme Court that “Attorney A” and 
“Attorney B” as identified during Executive Session be issued regular licenses to practice law. 
President Bjorkman will sign the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Recommendations to 
submit to the Court.  
 
Application for Admission - “Applicant A” – Upon motion, duly seconded, the Commissioners 
approved by unanimous vote the recommendation of the Character and Fitness Committee that the 
Board recommend to the Idaho Supreme Court that “Applicant A” as identified during the 
Executive Session be issued a conditional license, subject to the modified conditions discussed by 
the Commissioners during the Executive Session. President Bjorkman will sign the Findings of 
Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Recommendation. 
 
Application for Admission - “Applicant B” - Upon motion, duly seconded, the Commissioners 
approved by unanimous vote the recommendation of the Character and Fitness Committee that the 
Board recommend to the Idaho Supreme Court that “Applicant B” as identified during the 



Executive Session be issued a conditional license, subject to the modified conditions discussed by 
the Commissioners during the Executive Session. President Bjorkman will sign the Findings of 
Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Recommendation.  
 
Application for Admission - “Applicant C” - Upon motion, duly seconded, the Commissioners 
approved by unanimous vote the recommendation of the Character and Fitness Committee that the 
Board recommend to the Idaho Supreme Court that “Applicant C” as identified during the 
Executive Session be issued a conditional license, subject to the modified conditions discussed by 
the Commissioners during the Executive Session. President Bjorkman will sign the Findings of 
Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Recommendation.  
 
Application for Admission - “Applicant D” - Upon motion, duly seconded, the Commissioners 
approved by unanimous vote the recommendation of the Character and Fitness Committee that the 
Board recommend to the Idaho Supreme Court that “Applicant D” as identified during the 
Executive Session be issued a conditional license. President Bjorkman will sign the Findings of 
Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Recommendation.  
 
Application for Admission - “Applicant E” – Upon motion, duly seconded, the Commissioners 
voted to approve the application of “Applicant E” as identified during Executive Session. 
Commissioner Hayes abstained from the vote. 
 
Client Assistance Fund Claim Against “Attorney C” - Upon motion, duly seconded, the 
Commissioners approved by unanimous vote the recommendation of the Client Assistance Fund 
Committee to pay a claim against “Attorney C” as identified during the Executive Session. 
President Bjorkman will sign the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order authorizing 
payment of the claim.   
 
Minutes – It was moved, seconded, and passed by unanimous vote to approve the General Session 
minutes of the Board of Commissioners meetings on December 5, 2025 (as modified), and January 
5, 2026. 
 
2026 Meeting with Univ. of Idaho College of Law – Ms. Braley informed the Commissioners of 
the recent resignation of Dean Abramovsky and the request by Anne-Marie Fulfer to reschedule 
the meeting with the College of Law faculty and students. The Commissioners discussed holding 
the meeting in Moscow during the 2026 Roadshow. 
 
2026 Bellwood Lecture – The Commissioners discussed possible speakers for the 2026 Bellwood 
Lecture in Moscow. Ms. Braley discussed the Bar considering a possible reimbursement request 
from the endowment for administrative costs related to the Bellwood Lecture. The Commissioners 
discussed possible review of the endowment’s finances. 
 
Status of 2025 Resolutions and Bar Exam Passing Score – Ms. Braley discussed a recent 
meeting with Chief Justice Bevan and Justice Brody regarding the 2025 Resolutions passed by the 
members, including effective dates of orders should the Court approve the Resolutions. Ms. Braley 
also described a discussion raised by the Justices of possibly lowering the passing bar exam score 
for the February 2026 exam to be consistent with the July 2026 passing score. After discussion, 



and upon motion duly seconded, the Commissioners unanimously voted to approve recommending 
to the Court that the bar exam passing score for the February 2026 exam be lowered to a scaled 
score of 266.  
 
2026 Award Nominations – The Commissioners discussed award nominations and the planned 
selection of award recipients at the February meeting.  
 
2026 Commissioner Elections – The Commissioners discussed the upcoming elections to fill the 
Commissioner positions currently held by President Bjorkman (4th District) and Commissioner 
Jackson (3rd and 5th Districts). Ms. Braley offered to speak with candidates about the role and time 
commitment.  
 
Strategic Planning Update – The strategic planning meeting will be May 1-2 in Boise. This will 
coincide with the Board meeting on April 30, Admissions Ceremony and Law Day. Four possible 
facilitators were interviewed, and Chris Newbold from ALPS was selected as the facilitator. The 
Commissioners will likely have a phone interview/survey with Chris to develop the agenda.  
 
Annual Meeting with Idaho Supreme Court – The Commissioners discussed meeting with the 
Court on March 3, 2026, at 11:30 a.m., MST.  
 
Proposed 2026 Resolution Roadshow Schedule – The Commissioners discussed the proposed 
schedule for the 2026 Resolution Roadshow. A logistics meeting is planned for November 2, 2026, 
by Zoom. The November Board meeting is tentatively scheduled for November 9, 2026, at 10:00 
a.m., MST. 
 
BOC Meeting and Event Schedule – The Commissioners discussed the upcoming meeting and 
event schedule.  
 
October Financials – The Commissioners discussed the October financials. President Bjorkman 
raised her concern that the financials are not being provided timely. Ms. Braley will work with 
Controller Craig Kenyon to provide the Board with more current information.  
 
2026 Budget and Capital Expenditures – President Bjorkman provided her thoughts on the 
proposed 2026 budget. She noted the budgeted loss as strategic and intentional to make necessary 
investments. President Bjorkman described the proposed capital improvements for office and 
lobby furniture as improving staff morale and member perspective. She also noted the planned 
budget amounts for staff compensation adjustments to align more closely with the Boise market. 
Ms. Bjorkman discussed the risk of undermining the Bar’s mission and increased costs and time 
to replace well-trained staff. She noted the reserves already in place to cover the budgeted deficit.  
 
Ms. Braley discussed the proposed 2026 Budget and requested capital expenditures. Ms. Braley 
discussed the budgeted increased revenue from the increased license fees. She also discussed 
increasing advertisement rates and introducing fees for discipline history reports to align with the 
fees charged by neighboring state bars. Ms. Braley also discussed the anticipated challenges in 
2026 for decreased revenue from the annual meeting and substantial increased costs.  
 



The Commissioners discussed whether the fee increase approved by the members in 2024 was not 
enough to address those significant increased costs. The Commissioners also discussed possible 
technological upgrades to potentially offer future savings. The Commissioners discussed the 
benefits of investing in office furniture all at once to avoid staff morale issues. Upon motion, duly 
seconded, the Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the 2026 budget and capital 
expenditures as presented.  
 
2025 Audit Engagement Letter – Ms. Braley and Mr. Pirtle discussed the status of negotiated 
changes to the audit engagement letter with Sorren CPAs, P.C. President Bjorkman raised a number 
of requested revisions regarding Sorren’s sharing of the Bar’s financial information and the timing 
of completing the audit. Mr. Pirtle will communicate with Sorren’s team about the proposed 
revisions and report back to the Commissioners.  
 
Commissioner Photos at February Board Meeting – A photographer will be at the Law Center 
on February 18, 2026, to take headshots of the Commissioners for their composite portraits. 
 
Email Consolidation Plan – Communications Coordinator Calle Belodoff joined the meeting to 
discuss the proposed change to substitute the E-Bulletin and the CLE-Bulletin emails with one 
weekly email to ISB members. The goal is to cut down on email traffic for members.  
 
Advocate Article Schedule – The Commissioners reviewed the schedule of their respective 
articles for upcoming issues of The Advocate.  
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:17 p.m., MST. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Maureen Ryan Braley 
Executive Director 


