
James Slavens 
December 26, 1957  ~  December 12, 2012 
James Kenneth Slavens 54 passed away on December 12, 2012 in a car accident in 
Fillmore, UT. He was born the 26th of December 1957 in Monticello, UT to James 
Keith and Karen Alexander Slavens. Graduated from San Juan High School where he 
served as Student Body President. He served in the Missouri, Independence mission 
as a Traveling AP. Graduated from BYU and earned a Juris Doctorate from University 
of Idaho and was the editor and chief of the Law Review there. Jim was proud of 
earning an Eagle Scout. He is a dedicated member of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints. He enjoyed coaching and was a great mentor for others. As an 
attorney, Jim represented thousands, many for free. His passion for the Constitution 
and acceptance at all courts allowed him to argue a case at the U.S. Supreme Court in 
2009. But most of all, he loved and cherished his family. He will be greatly missed. 
Survived by his wife Melanie Ann Slavens, Fillmore, UT; children, James Adam 

(Chrissy) Slavens, Idaho Falls, ID; Alexa Slavens; Orem, UT; Tanner Slavens, Gracie Slavens, Grant Slavens, all of 
Fillmore, UT; Kelton Stewart, Orem, UT; Jaycee (Taylor) Stewart, Fillmore, UT; Devin Stewart, St. George, UT; 
Cortney Stewart, St. George, UT; parents, James Keith and Karen Alexander Slavens, Blanding, UT; grandmother, 
Doris Alexander, Centerville, UT; siblings, Gary (Jane) Slavens, Mapleton, UT; Beverly (Jerry) Redd, Alpine, UT; 
Heidi (Mitchell) Williams, Hutchinson, KS; Suzie Mitchell, Aurora, CO; Billy Slavens, Blanding, UT; Johnny (Glenna) 
Slavens, Allen, TX; and three grand children. Funeral service in Fillmore will be Monday December 17, 2012 at 11:00 
a.m. in the Fillmore LDS Stake Center. Friends may call Sunday from 6-8 p.m. and Monday from 9:00-10:30 a.m. at 
the church prior to services. Funeral services in Blanding will held Tuesday December 18, 2012 at 10:30 a.m. at the 
North Chapel with a viewing from 8:00 - 10:00 a.m. prior to services at the church. Interment will be in the Blanding 
City Cemetery. Online condolences at rasmussenmortuary.com 

 
John Ray Durtschi 
1922 - 2013 
John Ray Durtschi departed this life for his heavenly home on March 
2, 2013. He will be greatly missed by family and friends. He lived a full 
life of service to family, church, community, and profession. Ray was 
born to John and Luella Durtschi on March 3, 1922 near Driggs, 
Idaho, where he grew up working on the family dairy. Ray served an 
LDS mission in northern California. After his mission, he served in the 
US Army Signal Corps during WWII, stationed on the Aleutian Islands. 
On June 16, 1948, Ray married his hometown sweetheart, Josephine 
Bauman, in the Idaho Falls LDS Temple. Ray earned his 

undergraduate degree from the University of Idaho and then attended the University of Idaho College of Law, 
graduating first in his class. Ray worked as an attorney in Twin Falls and Boise until Governor Robert Smiley 
appointed him as a district judge in 1959. He loved being a judge and served on the bench honorably for 28 years. 
After he retired from the judiciary, he worked with the law firm Elam, Burke and Boyd. Ray loved Idaho and enjoyed 
exploring the Tetons with his family, working in his garden, ham radio, astronomy, and eating Josephine's huckleberry 
pies. During his lifetime Ray was active in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints and served in many 
leadership and teaching callings. Ray is preceded in death by his son David B. Durtschi (Jeri) and his grandson John 
Luke Roberts. He is survived by his wife Josephine; his brothers Reed (Jean) and Don (Ann); his children, Stephen 
(Brenda), Don (Bonnie), Kathryn (Hal Roberts), John, and Susan (Randy Rymer); eleven grandchildren; and eight 
great-grandchildren. Visitation will be Thursday March 7th, 6:30-8PM at. the LDS Church at 2600 Hill Road in Boise. 
Funeral services will also be at that location on Friday March 8th at 11AM with visitation before the service from 10:00 
- 10:45AM. A short service will also be held at the Driggs LDS Church (221 N. 100 E.) on Saturday, March 9th at 
11AM with a viewing prior at 10AM. Interment will be at the Pratt Ward Cemetery in Alta, Wyoming. Friends and 
family are invited to share condolences on-line at www.serenicare.com. To send flowers contact SereniCare Funeral 
Home at (801) 224-6255, or in lieu of flowers donations can be made to Primary Children's Hospital 
(https://primarychildrens.thankyou4caring.org) 

 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/ww2/?personid=163476781&affiliateID=1525
http://www.serenicare.com/
https://primarychildrens.thankyou4caring.org/
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