
Animal Care Investigations 

Dr. Scott Leibsle DVM, DABVP 



Animal Care Legislation 
As of July 1, 2011 – (ID Code Title 25, Chapter 35) 
 
Local law enforcement agencies shall be 
responsible for the administration of the 
provisions of animal care as they pertain to 
companion animals and shall be authorized to call 
upon the division to aid in fulfillment of the 
requirements. 
 
In cases where production animals are subject to 
a violation of Idaho Code, law enforcement 
agencies shall not enforce the law or remove an 
animal from a production facility without first 
obtaining an inspection and written 
documentation from an ISDA investigator. 



Production vs. Companion 
Animals 

Companion 
 Those animals including, but not 
limited to, domestic dogs, cats, rabbits, 
companion birds and other animals 
commonly kept as pets 
 
 
Production 
 Animals owned for the express 
purpose of producing food or fiber, or 
other commercial activity in furtherance of 
the production of food or fiber. 
 
 



• In many cases, horses will be 
considered a “companion” for 
animal care purposes. 
 

• If there is ever a question, 
ISDA may be called in for 
consultation at any time, but 
the decision ultimately lies 
with local law enforcement 

Horses? 



 
 
• Fiscal Year 2010 – 174 (218 total complaints) 
• Fiscal Year 2011 – 136 (210 total) 
• Fiscal Year 2012 – 31* (62 total) 
• Fiscal Year 2013 – 30*  (61 total) 

 
 *most likely due to statutory change; county requesting assistance 

Historically – equine cases have 
comprised the majority of animal care 

complaints in Idaho. 
 



Effective July 1, 2012 – (ID Code Title 25, Chapter 35) 
• Animal Cruelty – 3rd offense felony provision 
• Gamecock fighting – anyone who advertises, 

promotes or organizes a gamecock fight shall       
be guilty of:  

     - 1st offense felony for gambling and possessing a 
controlled substance while participating  
     - 2nd offense felony for implementing mechanical 
enhancements to inflict pain/injury or administering 
substances to increase activity or aggressiveness     
while participating 
  

Animal Care Legislation 



Body Condition Scoring 
A numerical scale to grade the  
physical condition of an animal 
(*relative to breed and discipline) 
 
1 – Emaciated (thin) 
2 
3 
4 
5 – Moderate 
6 
7 
8 
9 – Obese (fat) 



 

 

“withers” 

back/topline 
croup 

“Tail head” 

“Rib” cage 

“Shoulder” area 
Point of hip 
(hooks) 

flank 

“neck” 

(pins) 



BCS 1 

Generally poor condition 
 
No fat tissue can be identified 
 
Ribs, spine, withers, hooks and  
pins prominent 
 
Bone structure of withers,  
Shoulders and neck easily seen 
 
 
 
 



BCS 2 

Very Thin 
 
Slight amount of fat 
covering the base of the 
spine 
 
Ribs, spine, withers, 
hooks and pins 
somewhat prominent 
 
Bone structure of neck 
and shoulders faintly 
discernable 
 
 
 



BCS 3 
Thin 
 
Tailhead still prominent, but 
vertebrae cannot be identified 
 
Hooks are rounded, but visible 
 
Ribs still visible with slight fat 
cover 
 



BCS 4 
 
 
 

Slightly Thin 
 
Hooks not visible 
 
Faint outline of ribs 
 
Withers, shoulders, neck 
obviously not thin 



BCS 5 

Moderate 
 
Ribs not visible, but can be 
easliy felt 
 
Withers are rounded 
 
Neck and shoulders blend 
smooth into body 
 



BCS 6 

Moderately Fleshy 
 
May have a slight crease 
down the back 
 
Fat is accumulating at 
the tailhead and along 
the sides of the withers, 
shoulders and neck 



BCS 7 
 
 Fleshy 

 
Crease down the back 
 
Ribs can be felt individually, 
but noticeable fat is present 
between ribs 
 
Noticeable fat along the 
withers, behind shoulders 
and along the neck 



BCS 8 
Fat 
 
Prominent crease down 
the back 
 
Difficult to feel ribs due to 
fat accumulation 
 
Withers and tailhead filled 
with fat 
 
Area behind shoulders is 
filled in and flush with the 
barrel of the body 
 
Neck is thickened and fat 
is accumulating along the 
inner buttocks 



BCS 9 
Extremely Fat 
 
Significant crease down the back 
 
Cannot feel rib cage 
 
Fat is bulging over tailhead, 
withers, neck and shoulders 
 
Fat along inner buttocks may rub 
together 



BCS 2-3 



BCS 1-2 



BCS 4-5 ? 

Actually 2-3 

Evaluating from a distance is not 
always accurate!! 



• Neglect/Malnutrition 
– Too Little Feed 
– Poor Feed Quality 

• Age-associated Conditions 
– Impaired Digestive Ability 

• Parasite Infestation 
• Poor Dentition 
• Medical Conditions 

Typical Reasons for Poor 
Body Condition 



“Old Age” is not a good reason 
for poor body condition 

Geriatric horses are not thin because  
they’re old – there is always a reason for it 
 
• Inappropriate feed 
• Digestive Malabsorption 
• Dental Condition (Teeth require floating) 
• Metabolic/Endocrine Disease (Cushings) 
• Cancer 
 
 



Case #1 
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Case #3 



Case #3 
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Case #5 













Case #5 



Dead Animal Disposal 
• All dead animals must  
    be disposed of in 72  
    hours 
• No dead animals shall 
    be loaded into the 
    same vehicle with live animals 
• Carcasses shall be disposed of by one of the 

following methods:  Burial, Rendering, Landfill 
Deposit, Natural Decomposition or (w/ permit) 
Burning or Composting   



Dead Animal Disposal 
           Burial Requirements 
• Animals shall be buried no 

closer than 3 feet to the surface 
• 300 feet from drinking water 

source 
• 300 feet from existing 

residences 
• 50 feet from property lines 
• 100 feet from roadways 
• 200 feet from any body of 

water 
• Not in any area subject to 

flooding or seasonal high 
waters 

 



roadway 

200’ 

100’ 

300’ 

pond 

Residence/water well 



• Livestock Burial 
– Minimum 3 ft between the carcass 

and the surface.   
– Typical hole 10ft L x 6ft W x 8ft D 
– Requires backhoe 

Dead Animal Disposal 



• Incinerator or Air 
Curtain Burner 
– Open burning of 

carcasses is illegal 
unless authorized by 
ISDA and DEQ 

• Cremation 
– Memorial Pet Care in 

Meridian, ID 
 

Dead Animal Disposal 



Dead Animal Disposal 

• Rendering 



• Landfill – Check with 
your county.  Not all 
landfills accept animal 
carcasses 

Dead Animal Disposal 



• Natural Decomposition 
– Must be a minimum of  
¼ mile from any water 
source, roadway or 
residence 

• Cannot move a carcass 
to a “dead pile” to 
decompose 
– Risk of contamination 
– Animal must decompose 

where in the spot where 
it dies 

Dead Animal Disposal 



Questions? 
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