
Student Handout

Overview
The city of Techtown provides a free high-speed Internet connection for each resident. The city 
council wanted to ensure that all residents have access to the internet and all of the resources 
available. They also thought it was important that Techtown residents be able to share their own 
creative works, such as their writing, music, and short-films, with other residents and the entire 
country. In addition, Techtown is hoping to attract a local university that is looking to expand. 
The city council thinks that the Internet service will help put them ahead of the other towns in 
which the university might locate. However, Techtown is concerned about getting in trouble for 
encouraging illegal downloading; recently numerous movie and music companies have sued 
Internet providers when their users have been illegally downloading movies and songs. 

Whenever a Techtown resident logs onto the Web, a warning has been posted:

The law seems clear but some disputes have arisen over the interpretation of the law in 
particular situations. Consider each situation listed below, keeping in mind the letter of the 
law as well as the intent of the law. Members of the city council must determine how the 
terms used in the law will be defined and how the law should be applied.

No illegal Downloading

Given the concerns of the publishing and recording industries, the city of 
Techtown is asking residents to no longer download copyrighted materials. 

Please be advised, for all Techtown residents, the following law applies: 
No Illegal DowNloaDINg

Case 1: Susan is nervous because her newborn son has a slight fever and has been crying for two days. He seems to not want to 
sleep, but otherwise, is acting normal; he is eating and drinking and still loves to be held. She called her doctor, the doctor doesn’t 
think Susan needs to bring the baby in immediately, but he would like her to track the fever. Susan’s doctor referred her to a Web 
site from a medical school that has a chart that she can use for tracking. The chart is available for free download from the site. 
Susan wants to download this chart.

Case 2: Tom and Joe, two students at Techtown High School, are in charge of music during the home football games. They would like 
to download the first 20 seconds of a song to play as the team runs onto the field. They have permission from the original artist.

Case 3: Mary is planning a bridal shower for her sister. She is working with a friend who is a graphic designer to create a personalized 
invitation. Mary’s friend emails her a sample invitation. Mary wants to download the sample so she can review the information. 

Case 4: Leo likes to listen to podcasts while he is at work. Earlier this year, he spent $60 to purchase a year-long subscription to  
a podcast subscription system. Leo would like to download today’s podcast to share with his friends. 

Case 5: Harry’s in fifth grade at Techtown Elementary School. He would like to download some maps for his project for geography 
class. He has found the maps he thinks are best for the project but they are only available as thumbnails unless you pay an access 
fee. Harry is planning to download the thumbnails for his project. 

Case 6: John used to play the trumpet in Techtown’s community symphony. The symphony has portions of the concerts John 
performed in on its Web site. John would like to download these so his kids can hear him playing. 

Case 7: Jenny loves to bake. She has recently come up with an amazing cupcake recipe. To create this recipe, Jenny took a recipe 
from a national homemaking guru and “tweeked” a couple of things. Jenny would now like to email the recipe to her friends in 
Techtown, along with photos of the guru’s cupcakes. 

Case 8: Sarah missed her favorite television show last week. She has heard there was a major fight between two of the main 
characters and she will be behind if she doesn’t watch it before the next episode. Sarah knows that another Techtown resident  
posts episodes of the show on a video-sharing Web site. Sarah would like to download this episode. 


