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CONTINUGING LEGAL EDUCATION: THE FOUR A’S OF CONTINUING LEGAL 
EDUCATION  

If you search online for trends in adult education you will see that certain themes began 
to appear about 15 years ago. These include: Accessibility, Amount, Accreditation, and 
Applicability, or what Mahmood Sheikh, the Staff Liaison to the Idaho Law 
Foundation’s Continuing Legal Education Committee calls the four A’s of Continuing 
Legal Education.  

Accessibility: Adult learners want continuing education that meets them where they 
are. Mahmood was recently visiting with an attorney and shared his theory that Idaho 
lawyers would not have to leave their offices to fulfill their continuing legal education 
requirements. Live CLE credits can be obtained by participating in teleseminars, audio 
streams, and webcasts. Over 150 on-demand, self-study programs can be found at 
isb.fastcle.com. Attorneys have over 90 days to view programs once they are purchased.   

And for those wishing to attend courses in-person in a more traditional classroom 
setting, each year the Idaho Law Foundation sponsors classes in each judicial district. As 
long as you have a phone and an Internet connection, it doesn’t matter if your law 
practice is located on 8th and Main in Boise or East Main South 1st in Rexburg; 
accessibility should no longer be an issue. 

Amount: Adult learners also need education that is reasonably priced and respects that 
they have busy lives. The amount of time and money someone invests needs to be 
practical and efficient. The Idaho Law Foundation has shifted its programming focus 
from full- or multi-day activities to courses that are half-day or less and has limited 
program costs to $25-$35 per credit. This is much lower than the national trends and 
significantly lower than what is offered from for-profit CLE providers. It’s a bonus that 
revenue generated remains in Idaho and is reinvested in Idaho’s economy through 
Idaho based merchants and vendors. Idaho Law Foundation CLE revenue also helps 
support programming such as Idaho Mock Trial and Idaho Volunteer Lawyers Program.  

Accreditation: Adult learners seek education that is offered through reputable sources 
that are easy to track. All Law Foundation CLEs are credited for MCLE purposes on 
behalf of the attorneys who participate. No additional paperwork is required. When 
participating in an Idaho Law Foundation program, attendees can be sure compliance 
has been factored in. Certificates of Completion and Certificates of Attendance are 
provided within 2 weeks of attendance and can be provided to other jurisdictions when 
applying for credit.  

Applicability: Finally, adult learners desire education that addresses their practical 
needs. Over 85% of Idaho Law Foundation CLE programming is taught by individuals 
who are legal practitioners here in Idaho. These attorneys are experts in the law, legal 
trends, and best practices for Idaho attorneys.  

At the end of each class, CLE participants are asked to identify what information was 
most beneficial for their law practices. They are also asked what topics they wish to be 
considered for future programs. Those suggestions are often adopted.  
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When you pull the Four A’s together, what you have is a recipe for successful adult 
education that meets the needs of its participants. And it’s working. In a recent survey, 
one attendee said the class was “one of finest CLE in ten years! Substance, experience, 
nitty-gritty alerts, practical wisdom, obvious expertise.” Another shared: “Thank you for 
this CLE. I’m a new Idaho attorney and can’t find procedure training on family law or 
criminal Law at all, so this helped.” 

When Idaho attorneys attend Idaho Law Foundation CLE programming they are able to 
meet the Four A’s of Continuing Legal Education. And the Law Foundation is able to 
meet its mission of providing necessary resources to enrich understanding of and 
respect for the law and legal system. 


